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(54) HIERARCHIC DOCUMENT DISPLAY DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To make a user easily understand the 
relative importance and contents of a document as to 
the device which displays plural documents in 
hierarchical structure in consideration of their 
importance. 

CONSTITUTION: This document display device is 
provided with an input means 30, a document display 
processing means 31 r a storage means 33, and a display 
means 33. The input means 30 obtains the number of 
plural documents in hierarchical structure and their 
relative importance, and a document display processing 
means 31 calculates the total area of an area where the 
documents in hierarchical structure are displayed from 
the obtained number of documents and their relative 
importance and assigns the total area of the display area 
to the display area of the documents; and a storage 
means 32 stores the assigned display area, and a 
document display processing means 31 displays the 
importance of the respective documents with the 

assigned area on a display screen. Further, the contents of layers below a document or an item 
prompting reference to information including a display of the relative importance is displayed 
according to the relative importance among the layers below the document and the display 
enabled area. 
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